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I am a little brother and my sister, Shanon, is two and a 
half years older than me. I was like any other younger 
brother as a kid, I just wanted to be “in” with my older 
sister. Shanon took complete advantage of that. When 
I was 6, she was eating a Snickers bar and I really 
wanted some. “Give me a bite of your snickers. Come 
on, just one bite!” She hid in the bathroom and locked 
the door. “Let me in, I want some Snickers. Come on, 
Shanon.” Five minutes later, she unlocked the door 
with both hands behind her back. “Okay, I’ll give you 
one bite of my Snickers if you pick which hand its in.”  

There was no way I was falling for that trick, she didn’t 
have any snickers in her hand, or did she? She 
promised she wouldn’t change what hand the snickers 
bar was in, and I was 6, so I believed her. I picked the 
right hand. She extended a finger towards me, it 
covered in a chocolate Snickers-looking substance. I 
reach for it but she pulls back. “No, I will wipe it on your 
tongue.”

It took less than a second to realize the substance 
wasn’t the Snickers she promised me— that was poop! 
The day I got confused between a Snickers bar and 
human feces was a day I will never forget. There are all 
kinds of situations in life where deciphering between 
something real and something merely imitation or fake 
can be challenging. 

We can fake what we really look like using filters on 
Instagram or Snapchat. We fake how our day is going, 
responding with the basic “good” even though we just 
got broken up with and we failed a test. We fake liking 
someone so they will ask us to that date party. We fake 
knowing people, like the friend of a friend who got 
famous. We even have fake names with fake dates of 
birth we carry around in our wallets! 

There are so many things we can fake and our spiritual 
lives are not excluded from this. In fact, the Bible talks 
a lot about how people can easily fake a relationship 
with God. So much so they can’t even decipher the real 
from the imitation in their own lives! 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven…” 
Don’t miss this! Not everyone who can say all the right 
things will enter the kingdom of heaven. Let me say 
that again, not everyone who can SAY all the right 
things will enter the kingdom of heaven.

Not everyone who says: “I’m a Christian, I have 
accepted Jesus into my heart.” “I have been saved, I 
have asked for forgiveness.” Not everyone who can 

say all the right things will enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  

Jesus went on to say in verse 22, “Many will say to me 
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
Name, and in Your Name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles.” 

Jesus said many, not some or a few, but many are 
going to stand before him one day and say, “Lord, Lord
—did we not prophesy, did we not drive out demons, 
did we not perform many miracles, all In Your Name—
to promote your cause, on your behalf.” Prophesy, 
casting out demons, performing miracles. What do 
these all have in common? They’re strange…Yes! But 
as strange as they are, they were common. Jesus did 
all of these, and many other men throughout the Bible 
had done these things. Here’s the point— Jesus said, 
“Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord we did all 
these common things that spiritual people do.’” 

Many will stand before Christ one day and be able to 
say all the right things, and list out all the good 
common things they have done. “I’m a nice person, I 
go to church, I pray at night, I read the Bible” Are these 
things bad? Not at all, but they are common. There is 
nothing innately special about any of these things. And 
in response to these good things these guys had done 
Jesus says in verse 23, “Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I 
never knew you. Away from me…” 

What? These guys said all the right things. They even 
did all the right spiritual activities. And this is what 
Jesus is going to tell them, ”Away from me… AWAY 
FROM ME.” Why? “Because I never knew you.”

This phrase “I never knew you” is an idiom. It’s a figure 
of speech that has great illustrative meaning and is 
natural to the audience. “I never KNEW you”—this 
word is ‘ginosko’ a Jewish idiom for sex between a man 
and a woman.

Before Krista and I got married, we dated, we talked on 
the phone, we texted. I lived 4.5 hours away so I 
mailed her little packages, flowers, notes. The longer 
we dated the more I got to know Krista. I knew she was 
giggly, generous with money, and had a soft heart for 
quirky people. 

On our wedding day, we stood on the alter and recited 
our vows, excited to begin our life together. Everything 
I had experienced up to this point was only like meeting 
Krista, because on our honeymoon night, I knew Krista 



in a way I had never known her before. There is no 
deeper level of intimacy that happens between a man 
and woman than in the midst of a sexual relationship. 

This may be hard to understand in the midst of our sex 
saturated culture, where we don’t even have to know 
the person to have sex with them. But that’s not how it 
was designed. It was designed originally to bring a man 
and woman together in a spiritual, emotional and 
physical bond that would unite them into an ever 
deepening relationship, so they might “ginosko” or 
“know” one another.

Jesus said, many will come to him and say all the right 
things, but his response will be I never ‘ginosko’d’ you. 
Meaning, I never had a unique, intimate, relationship 
with you.

What this means is that today there are many people 
who are confident that they are going to heaven 
because they have had religious experiences in 
Jesus’ name, but who never knew or followed 
Jesus Christ and will be separated from God for all 
eternity (hell).  

The Bible commands us to examine our lives to see if 
we are truly Christians. “Test yourselves to see if you 
are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not 
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you unless indeed you fail the test?”  (2 Cor. 13:5)

Many people can say all the right things, and can even 
say they believe in God and in Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead, but just saying and believing these 
things doesn’t mean we will pass the test. “Even the 
demons believe that there is one God—and 
shudder.” (James 2:19). The demons are convinced of 
these facts and yet they aren’t saved. They believe in 
Jesus Christ and are convinced about His resurrection 
but have never turned from their sins and transferred 
their trust and allegiance from self to Jesus Christ. And 
we know they will not pass the test to spend eternity 
with God.

The following verses describe what the Bible says 
should be true of someone who has a genuine faith in 
Christ.  “We know that we have come to know him if we 
obey His commands. The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ 
but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:3-4)

It is true that salvation is by grace and not works (Eph. 
2:8-9), but in James 2:20, Jesus’ brother challenged 
those who professed to be believers, saying that faith 
without a changed life is a dead faith. He challenged 
that faith without obedience is not a faith that passes 
the test.

So what does this mean for you? Maybe you are the 
person who says all the right things and you can list all 
the right activities you do and why you should have 
access to God. 

My freshman year in college, a guy named Rocky 
came into my dorm room and broke down a verse that 
summarized the entire Bible. He asked me questions 
as we looked at the this verse, and I knew all the 
answers. He asked me, “On a scale of 0-100%, how 
sure are you that you would go to heaven?” I said 
100% with profound confidence.

“Why?” he asked. 

“Because I have accepted Jesus.” 

Rocky smiles and says, “Really? I don’t see a whole lot 
of Christ in your life!” Ouch! But he was right. 

I could say the right thing, I accepted Christ, I’m a 
Christian… But I didn’t know Christ. Maybe you’re not 
this person, but you have been living the same way, 
and you’re totally faking it.

You’re walking around saying all the right things: “I did 
my quiet time,” “I go to church,” “I occasionally tell 
people about God,” but you are completely missing 
knowing God. No matter what you say about God, one 
thing is for sure— we can’t counterfeit knowing God.  
1 Corinthians 4:5 says, “He will bring to light what is 
hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the 
heart.” 

God is not interested if you can say all the right things 
or write out of list of good things you’ve done. God is 
interested in knowing you and having a genuine 
relationship with you. 

Discussion Questions
1. How do you think Jesus would respond to you? 

“Come on in” or “away from me, I never knew 
you?”

2. Would you say you have a personal relationship 
with Christ? What does that look like?

3. What do you think 1 John 2:3-4 means? How do 
you stack up to that verse?

4. After hearing this, would you say you're more or 
less confident about the thought of standing before 
God one day?


